CHAPTER XVII.
BARWELL'S   LETTERS.

I HAVE the permission of several members of the
family of Richard Barwell, the colleague and supporter
of Hastings, to publish such of his letters as throw a
light upon the subjects of this book. I have availed my-
self of their kind permission to a certain extent. The
letters are of course those of an eager partisan, and I
have not attempted to verify their assertions. They
seem to me, however, too curious and life-like to be lost.
They were written to his sister, who appears to have been
his principal English correspondent.

The most curious of them is the following account of
Nuncomar, which is not dated. It obviously represents
reports current at the time, and probably contains a fair
share of truth mixed up with exaggeration and perhaps
even falsehood. I give it on account of its curiosity, and
for what it is worth.

ACCOUNT OF MAHA RAJAH NUNCOMAR.

" IT is wholly impossible for a man to commit to
" writing a full account of all the plots and machinations
" of the Maha Rajah Nuncomar, because a complete
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